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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
This Office Action is in response to Applicants' Amendment/Request for Reconsideration filed 
on July 28, 2005. Claims 42-47 have been cancelled. Claims 1-41 are presented for further 
examination. Applicants' newly added claims 48-55 are also presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-41 and 48-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pasquali (U.S. Pat. No. 6,321,209) in view of Shelley et al (hereinafter, "Shelley", U.S. Pat. No. 
5,345,551). 

As per claims 1, 17, 22 and 23, Pasquali discloses a communications method, computer 
program and apparatus for transferring electronic data to users of a communication system 
comprising: 

• establishing a connection between a client and a host, the client including a browser 
application configured to render data encapsulated in a standard Internet content format 
(col. 6, lines 34-42); 
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• receiving electronic data from the host in response to a data request transmitted from the 
client (col. 6, lines 34-42); and 

• at the client, simultaneously executing multiple instantiations of the browser application 
in response to the electronic data received from the host (col. 7, lines 51-64). 

However, Pasquali does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein at least one instantiation of the browser is configured to exchange messages 
with at least one other instantiation of the browser application. 

Shelley discloses a method and system for synchronization of simultaneous displays of 
related data sources comprising: 

• wherein at least one instantiation of the browser is configured to exchange messages 
with at least one other instantiation of the browser application (col. 3, lines 58-67 and 
col. 4, lines 1-2). 

Given the teaching of Shelley, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Pasquali by incorporating window-controlling 
tasks to allow tasks (instantiations, applications, etc.) to exchange messages in order to provide 
update information in regards to window changes, viewing positions, etc. in a timely and 
efficient manner. 

As per claim 2, Pasquali further discloses: 

• rendering a first graphical user interface within a first instantiation of the browser and 
rendering a second graphical user interface in a second instantiation of the browser (col. 
5, lines 27-48). 
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As per claim 3, Pasquali discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed above. 
However, Pasquali does not explicitly disclose: 

• establishing a communication pathway between multiple instantiations of the browser 
applications by executing coordinating instantiation code in each of the browser. 

Shelley discloses a method and system for synchronization of simultaneous displays of 
related data sources comprising: 

• establishing a communication pathway between multiple instantiations of the browser 
applications by executing coordinating instantiation code in each of the browser (col. 3, 
lines 58-67 and col. 4, lines 1-2). 

Given the teaching of Shelley, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Pasquali by incorporating window-controlling 
tasks to allow tasks (instantiations, applications, etc.) to exchange messages in order to provide 
update information in regards to window changes, viewing positions, etc. in a timely and 
efficient manner. 

As per claim 4, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the coordinating code is written in a standard Internet content format (col. 6, 
lines 34-42). 

As per claim 5, Pasquali further discloses: 

• establishing communications session in a first instantiation of the browser (col. 5, lines 
27-48). 

As per claim 6, Pasquali further discloses: 
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• controlling the communications session in the first instantiation of the browser (col. 5, 
lines 27-48). 

As per claim 7, Pasquali further discloses: 

• displaying content associated with the session in a second instantiation of the browser 
application (col. 5, lines 27-48). 

As per claim 8, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the data request is transmitted using an OSP client application (col. 6, lines 34- 
42). 

As per claim 9, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the data request is transmitted using the browser application (col. 6, lines 34-42 
and col. 7, lines 57-64). 

As per claim 10, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the browser application is embedded within an OSP application (col. 7, lines 1- 
19). 

As per claim 11, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the standard Internet content format comprises at least one HTML, CSS and 
Java Script (col. 6, lines 34-42). 

As per claim 12, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the first instantiation of the browser comprises a welcome screen (col. 5, lines 
27-48 & Fig. 1). 

As per claim 13, Pasquali discloses: 
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• wherein the first instantiation of the browser comprises a toolbar (col. 5, lines 27-48 & 
Fig. 1). 

As per claim 14, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the first instantiation of the browser comprises an electronic mail window (col. 
5, lines 27-48 & Fig. 1). 

As per claim 15, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein a first instantiation of the browser comprises an instant messaging window (col. 
5, lines 27-48 & Fig. 1). 

As per claim 16, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the first instantiation of the browser comprises a search window (col. 5. lines 
27-48 & Fig. 1). 

As per claim 18, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the computer readable medium comprises a disc (col. 7, lines 1-4). 
As per claim 19, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the computer readable medium comprises a client device (col. 6, lines 34-55). 
As per claim 20, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the computer readable medium comprises a host device (col. 6, lines 34-55). 
As per claim 21, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the computer readable comprises a propagated signal (col. 6, lines 56-67). 

As per claims 24 and 25, Pasquali discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed 
above. 

However, Pasquali does not explicitly disclose: 
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• wherein each instantiation of the browser application is configured to exchange 
messages with at least one other instantiation of the browser application. 

Shelley discloses a method and system for synchronization of simultaneous displays of 
related data sources comprising: 

• wherein each instantiation of the browser application is configured to exchange 
messages with at least one other instantiation of the browser application (col. 3, lines 
58-67 and col. 4, lines 1-2). 

Given the teaching of Shelley, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Pasquali by incorporating window-controlling 
tasks to allow tasks (instantiations, applications, etc.) to exchange messages in order to provide 
update information in regards to window changes, viewing positions, etc. in a timely and 
efficient manner. 

As per claims 26 and 29, Pasquali discloses the invention substantially as claimed as 
discussed above. 

However, Pasquali does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the messages exchanged between instantiations of the browser application 
include state information. 

Shelley discloses a method and system for synchronization of simultaneous displays of 
related data sources comprising: 

• wherein the messages exchanged between instantiations of the browser application 
include state information (col. 3, lines 58-67 and col. 4, lines 1-2). 
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Given the teaching of Shelley, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Pasquali by incorporating window-controlling 
tasks to allow tasks (instantiations, applications, etc.) to exchange messages in order to provide 
update information in regards to window changes, viewing positions, etc. in a timely and 
efficient manner. 

As per claims 27 and 30, Pasquali discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed 
above. 

However, Pasquali does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the messages exchanged between instantiations of the browser application v 
include session content. 

Shelley discloses a method and system for synchronization of simultaneous displays of 
related data sources comprising: 

• wherein the messages exchanged between instantiations of the browser application 
include session content (col. 3, lines 58-67 and col. 4, lines 1-2). 

Given the teaching of Shelley, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Pasquali by incorporating window-controlling 
tasks to allow tasks (instantiations, applications, etc.) to exchange messages in order to provide 
update information in regards to window changes, viewing positions, etc. in a timely and 
efficient manner. 

As per claims 28 and 31, Pasquali discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed 
above. 

However, Pasquali does not explicitly.disclose: 



Application/Control Number: 09/842,796 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2157 

• wherein the messages exchanged between instantiations of the browser application 
include communication parameters for maintaining connection between instantiations of 
the browser application. 

Shelley discloses a method and system for synchronization of simultaneous displays of 
related data sources comprising: 

• wherein the messages exchanged between instantiations of the browser application 
include communication parameters for maintaining connection between instantiations of 
the browser application (col. 3, lines 58-67 and col. 4, lines 1-2). 

Given the teaching of Shelley, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Pasquali by incorporating window-controlling 
tasks to allow tasks (instantiations, applications, etc.) to exchange messages in order to provide 
update information in regards to window changes, viewing positions, etc. in a timely and 
efficient manner. 

As per claims 32 and 34, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the first instantiation of the browser application is dedicated to providing a first 
online service and at least one other instantiation of the browser application is dedicated 
to providing a second and different online service (col. 5, lines 27-48 & Fig. 1). 

As per claims 33 and 35, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the first online service is an OSP service and the second online service is an 
instant messaging service (col. 5, lines 27-48 & Fig. 1). 

As per claims 36 and 38, Pasquali discloses: 
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• wherein a first instantiation of the browser application is configured to receive content 
from a second instantiation of the browser application, said content being stored on a 
server that is not otherwise configured to communicate with the first instantiation of the 
browser application (col. 5, lines 27-48 & Fig. 1). 

As per claims 37 and 39, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein the first instantiation of the browser application is configured for email, the 
second instantiation is configured for instant messaging and the server is an instant 
messaging server (col. 5, lines 27-48 & Fig. 1). 

As per claim 40, Pasquali discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed above. 
However, Pasquali does not explicitly disclose: 

• receiving content request messages from the at least one other instantiation of the 
browser application, and communication the content request messages to the host. 

Shelley discloses a method and system for synchronization of simultaneous displays of 
related data sources comprising: 

• receiving content request messages from the at least one other instantiation of the 
browser application, and communication the content request messages to the host (col. 
3, lines 58-67 and col. 4, lines 1-2). 

Given the teaching of Shelley, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Pasquali by incorporating window-controlling 
tasks to allow tasks (instantiations, applications, etc.) to exchange messages in order to provide 
update information in regards to window changes, viewing positions, etc. in a timely and 
efficient manner. 
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As per claim 41, Pasquali discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed above. 
However, Pasquali does not explicitly disclose: 

• receiving content from the host in response to the content request messages, and 
delivering the content to the respective other instantiations of the browser application 
that sent the content request messages. 

Shelley discloses a method and system for synchronization of simultaneous displays of 
related data sources comprising: 

• receiving content from the host in response to the content request messages, and 
delivering the content to the respective other instantiations of the browser application 
that sent the content request messages (col. 3, lines 58-67 and col. 4, lines 1-2). 

Given the teaching of Shelley, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Pasquali by incorporating window-controlling 
tasks to allow tasks (instantiations, applications, etc.) to exchange messages in order to provide 
update information in regards to window changes, viewing positions, etc. in a timely and 
efficient manner. 

As per claims 48, 50, 52 and 54, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein executing multiple instantiations comprises executing multiple multi-windowed 
browser application instantiations (col 5, lines 27-48 & Fig. 1). 

As per claims 49, 51, 53 and 55, Pasquali discloses: 

• wherein executing multiple instantiations comprises executing multiple single- 
windowed browser application instantiations (col. 5, lines 27-48 & Fig. 1). 
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Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-41 and 48-55 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T. Jacobs whose telephone number is 571-272-4004, 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

LaShonda T Jacobs 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2157 

Itj 

June 24, 2004 
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